22O                       WHAT ARE THE JEWS

Since Judaism and Christianity are distinguished from
one another by important differences, when Jews
imitate Christians they must hold their own spirit in
check, and stifle their own inner life; and, if the
process goes far enough, they must inevitably lose the
value of their religious distinctiveness*

Again, it must be noted that a gain lias a corre-
sponding loss. It is true that Jews are not always
faithful to their Jewish impulses, nor sufficiently
zealous to maintain the independence of the Jewish
spirit In a Jewish State there would be a gain in
spiritual freedom. But close association with others
involves a challenge to the Jews which, when rightly
faced and met, brings enrichment to their religious
life* The ghetto has much to its credit, but it did
produce an unhealthy spiritual narrowness* That
was due only in part to the fact that, having been
created by hostility, it was infected by a spirit of
enmity coming from without. The ghetto isolated
the Jews* Its spiritual narrowness, however, was
also due to the religious thougtit and life of the Jews
themselves* It developed an in-growing tendency.
Living by themselves, on their own thought, they
became spiritually, as well as physically, cramped*

During the last fifteen centurion, while Jewish
segregation produced the curiously barren com*